1916]          VERDUN A:SD THE SOMITE

Thiepval we held the ridge that overlooked the
village from the south-east. We held all the high
ground north of Pozieres, which gave us a clear view
of the country towards Bapaume, and our lines lay
300 yards beyond the Windmill. We had all the
west side of High Wood and the ground between it
and the Albert-Bapaume road. We were half-way
between Longueval and Ginchy, and our pincers
were encircling Guillemont. At last we were in
position over against, and in direct view of, the
German third line. On Sunday, 3rd September, at
twelve noon, the whole Allied front pressed forward.
Guillemont was at last taken. South of the Somme
a new French army came into action and carried
the German front line on a new front of nearly three
miles. Our advance was continued during the nest
few days, and though in High Wood and round
Delville and Ginchy we made no progress our main
object had been achieved.

By the 10th of September the British had made
good the old German second position, and had won
the crest of the uplands, while the French in their
section had advanced almost to the gates of Peronne,
and their new army on the right had begun to widen
the breach. That moment was in a very real sense
the end of a phase, the first and perhaps the most
critical phase of the Somme battle. The immense
fortifications of her main position represented for
Germany the accumulated capital of two years. She
had raised these defences when she was stronger than
her adversaries in guns and in men. Now she was
weaker, and her capital was gone. Thenceforth the
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